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Press Release dated 31 October 2022: 
‹Der Ring des Nibelungen› at Theater Ba-
sel: ‹The Ring – A Festival› 
 
‹The Ring› is returning to Theater Basel after more than 40 years. Today, Monday 31 
October 2022, artistic director Benedikt von Peter and his team presented their 
ideas for staging Richard Wagner's monumental opera cycle as a collective work of 
art.  
 
‹The Ring of the Nibelung› remains one of the most important and controversial 
works in music history: Sixteen hours spread across four evenings – composed over 
more than a quarter of a century – recount the downfall of gods, the fateful demise 
of the hero and the utopia of love.  
 
Over the next two seasons, the four premieres of ‹Das Rheingold›, ‹Die Walküre›, 
‹Siegfried› and ‹Götterdämmerung› will be accompanied by yet more premieres, 
talks, late-night formats and events that individually focus and reflect upon the di-
verse thematic complexes of ‹The Ring›, culminating in a festival lasting several 
weeks. Contrary to Wagner's conception of a total work of art, we intend to create a 
collective work of art that critically engages with the original version.  
 
An international ‹Ring› ensemble featuring many interesting role debuts and spirited 
singers is coming together exclusively for this project: The Danish soprano Trine 
Møller will portray Brünnhilde. Nathan Berg sings the leading role of Wotan for the 
first time in all the parts. Rolf Romei from the opera ensemble of Theater Basel de-
buts as Siegfried, while Andy Murphy, also from the ensemble, plays Alberich. The 
cast further includes opera stars such as Hanna Schwarz, whose international break-
through came as Fricka in Bayreuth in 1975. Günter Papendell and Heather Enge-
bretson are set to return to the Grosse Bühne of Theater Basel for the ‹Ring›.   
 
‹Der Ring des Nibelungen› at Theater Basel 
 
Together with co-director Caterina Cianfarini, Benedikt von Peter is staging a new 
production that focuses on the guilt entanglements of Wotan's patriarchal rule and 
their dire consequences for subsequent generations. Through the eyes of Brünn-
hilde, the audience perceives the story as a fragmented trace of memory – a demy-
thologisation resembling the gathering of evidence. Leading British conductor Jon-
athan Nott directs Sinfonieorchester Basel in a pit constructed especially for Thea-
ter Basel, thereby addressing and creatively re-interpreting Wagner's idea of the «in-
visible orchestra».  
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From total work of art to collective work of art 
 
Theater Basel has succeeded in bringing together internationally renowned teams 
of artists for the festival: They include the performance collective led by Monika 
Gintersdorfer and Knut Klassen, the documentary theatre pioneers Hans-Werner 
Kroesinger and Regine Dura, the movement director Imogen Knight and the com-
poser and music producer Matthew Herbert. In addition to the four ‹Ring› premieres, 
the following productions will be premiered at Theater Basel between 2023 and 
2025 as part of the ‹Ring› festival:  
 
Gintersdorfer/Klassen: A dance performance project  
A playful performance, somewhere between dance, discourse and pop culture, of 
the transcultural collective led by Monika Gintersdorfer and Knut Klassen takes 
Wagner's monumental work and does something completely different with it. To-
gether with performers from Côte d'Ivoire, they scrutinise the cycle and its various 
themes of magic, myth, domination and hero worship and analyse them from a post-
colonial perspective.  
 
Hans-Werner Kroesinger and Regine Dura: Documentary theatre 
Wagner's ‹Ring› paints a comprehensive picture of a society based on complex 
structures of power and economic interests. Hans-Werner Krösinger and Regine 
Dura utilise these intricacies as the foundations for examining Basel's urban and in-
dustrial history. In the depths of the scenery storage facility, the two directors, who 
are leading representatives of contemporary documentary theatre, develop a theat-
rical research project. 
 
Matthew Herbert and Imogen Knight: A choir composition for Theaterplatz  
As a symbol of exploited nature, the Rhine plays a key role in the ‹Ring›. As a musi-
cal-performative introduction to the cycle, the electronic composer Matthew Her-
bert has decided to bring the sound and the spirit of the Rhine to Theaterplatz - to-
gether with the choir and the extra choir of Theater Basel and amateur choirs from 
around the local region. 
 
Tickets for the four ‹Ring› operas can be booked from today, 31 October 2022.  
Book before 14 May 2023 and secure a 20% early bird discount on all four Wagner 
operas – either with a flexible choice of dates through the Ring selective subscrip-
tion or as part of the spring 2025 cycles. Needless to say, Theater Basel subscribers 
will be offered their usual seats. Tickets go on sale to the general public on 1 July 
2023. 
 
For all dates and further information, please visit:  
www.theater-basel.ch/derringeinfestival  
 

http://www.theater-basel.ch/derringeinfestival

